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Being located in the same county with a top 10 public university comes with its perks and its 

challenges. Through collaboration between Alachua County and University officials — and similar 

efforts by other groups — Alachua County saw more than double the turnout of voters ages 18-25 in 

the 2018 General Election compared to the 2014 General Election.  During the 2018 General Election, 

20,514 voters between 18 and 25 turned out, whereas only 8,289 eligible voters ages 18-25 voted in 

the 2014 General Election.   

In hopes of engaging more student-aged individuals in the electoral process, the office of 

Alachua County Supervisor of Elections Kim A. Barton sought to make it easier for students at the 

University of Florida to register and vote in the 2018 General Election. Our office hosted voter 

registration drives throughout the 2018 election cycle on the University of Florida campus. These 

drives were highly successful and made it possible for more students to become engaged in the 

election and vote at a higher rate. With the introduction of Florida’s online voter registration system 

in October 2017, the process of updating voter registrations or registering to vote for the first time 

was easier than ever for students. Throughout 2018, the Alachua County Supervisor of Elections 

office made information available to students in their residence halls, common meeting spaces and 

academic colleges.  

In April 2018, University of Florida President Kent Fuchs and Alachua County Supervisor of 

Elections Kim A. Barton spent an afternoon promoting voter registration to students on campus. The 

event was called “Cookies with Kim and Kent,” and a video promoting voter registration was created 

using clips from the event.  



 
 

Later in the year, a federal court’s preliminary injunction allowed for early voting on college 

campuses, something that, prior to the injunction, was prohibited in Florida.  

The Supervisor of Elections office established the student union at the University of Florida, 

the J. Wayne Reitz Union, as an early voting location. To promote the new location, the university and 

elections office developed a comprehensive communications plan, which included a video (which 

amassed 24,000 views on Facebook, along with 354 likes, 36 comments, and 230 shares), on-campus 

signage, and an email to all students, faculty and staff announcing the location and outlining 

important information about registering to vote. With nearly 8,000 ballots cast at the location, it was 

the most popular early voting location at a Florida college or university. This was achieved at minimal 

cost to both the university and the Supervisor of Elections office and it provided students and other 

people at the university a location to conveniently cast their ballots.  

Many students at the University of Florida had the opportunity to vote in their first election 

during the 2018 General Election. It is important to the Supervisor of Elections office that students at 

the University of Florida have a positive first-time voting experience. Whether it be through the 

helpful and courteous service our team provides during voter registration drives — or the 

convenience of voting early at the Reitz Union — the Alachua County Supervisor of Elections office is 

committed to the positive experience of students. The Alachua County Supervisor of Elections office 

has established a strong relationship with the University of Florida and its administration and looks 

forward to fostering this relationship for years and elections to come. 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/uflorida/videos/2166673263649433/ 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/uflorida/videos/2166673263649433/


 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VoteAlachua/videos/2167823680158055/  

https://www.facebook.com/VoteAlachua/videos/2167823680158055/



