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Introduction to Broward County

There are over 1.7 million residents in Broward County, Floriddowever, many of

those residents only cAsl lweiltl fahso meedi npgaraneo f
most transient counties, Broward is also one of rtiest diverse. There has been a

significant increase in multicultural residents in Broward over the last several years.

There is also an increase in temporary and permanent fdsergnresidents. Significant

growth has occurred in Spanish, PortugueseGramble speaking populations. This new

population has had a significant impact on the elections process and how we educate

voters.

Broward County Public Schools is one of Sol
serves more than two hundred fiftyotisand (250,000) students in public and charter

schools. Specifically, Cypress Bay High School currently has over five thousand, five

hundred (5,500) students, and is currently the largest high school in the nation. While the

numbes in our schools arsaid to continue increasing, so are the voter registration totals

for our county. Currently, there are nine hundred tweetyen thousand registered

voters in Broward. And with our attractive climate, sandy beaches and beautiful
landscapes, that numbersisre to rise as well.

Our partnershipwith Broward County Public Schootontains several facets: the high
school voter registration program, recruitment of staff and students; utilization of
facilities, and other resourceslection day suppodandvoter education related programs
Below isabrief description of each facet. Also included in this report are samples of our
PowerPoint Presentations, a Copy of the School Board Resolution, which certifies our
efforts in the high schools, and other suppwtdocumentation that contribute to the
process.

Annual High School Voter Registration drive (H.S.V.R.) - The drive isscheduled for a

one week period during April. The kick off of the drive is marked by the annual adoption

of a supportive resolution biyhe School Board. In preparation for the drive, the SOE
Staff conducts a threlkour training session for interested representatives from every
public, privateand charter high school in thasi¥ict. The students are accompanied by a
staff member fromheir school who will assist them in organizing and conducting the
drive. This orientation session is usually attended by more than 200 students. Over the
past four years, more than 25,000 young people have registered as a result of the intense
voter regstration event.

During the 2004 Presidential Election, the election staff worked with community groups
to or gani z Gomfsdhdoktd tte early voping site This effort was put into
place to encourage the newly registered voters to becomee gmrticipants in the
Presidential Election.

Election Worker Recruitment - Efforts to recruit high school students as election
workers began with McFatter Technical School. Students were recruited primarily to




serve as Voting System Technicians (83T Their primary function is to ensure that
machines function properly through the election day. The number of participating
schools continues to increase. Teachers and other staff are also recruited to work. Some
teachers serve as trainers for electiworkers during the evening, weekds and
summers.

Utilization of Facilities and aher Resources - Many counties in Florida have

Aper manent o, or county owned facilities that
standing and for the most pard chot change. This is not so in Broward. There are

currently seven hundred ninetiye (795) precincts, housed in over five hundred (500)

facilities. These facilities are privategnd publiclyowned, and are leased as poling

precincts on election day.

There are more thabh30 schools and centers used as polling sites. These sites usually
house one or more precindd€ated in classrooms or gymnasium&/e havealso utilized
school facilities on a limited basis to conduct training for the election w&rk&chools
are often centrally located and easier for election day workers to commute to for training.

Several support staff rom theiddrict administration are esite at the election command
centeron election day These staff members assist ia toordination of the opening and
closing procedures for precincts in schools. They also monitor schools throughout the
day to mitigate any problems that may arisechool Board officiak and support staff

also workwith our office throughout the year toake certain that all particulars are taken
care of well in advance. Things like facility access, school staff support, parking and
securityare all issues that are handlegthe school boartiaisors.

Voter Education Related Rograms - Voter educations present in the classrooms at

three different levels: through our annual high school voter registration drive, through
career days and guest appearances at middle and elementary schools, and finally at adult
education centers and programs for commuinitp lve ment.

These three programs have proven to be extremely successful in many ways. Our high

school voter registration drive (H.S.V.R.) hagjisterecclose to forty thousand (40,000)

new voters in the last four years. Our Student PollWorker pnodrnas raised over

$35,000 for school programs and educationally sponsored trips. Our adult education

centers have also hosted many informational programs and forums to adults that are new

to the country and have recently become citizens. Add to thaitamsive training and

workshop for teachers to learn the elections process first hand from local elections

officials. Teachers taking part in this earnsgrvice credits towards recertification.

Lastly, every single student (over 250,000) is given arrden sticker to wear home the

day before each election which reads, APl eas

In conclusion, we are extremely fortunate to have professional relationships that our
entire community can benefit rom. The partnership between Brbevard County
Supervisor of Elections office, and Broward County Schools truly is a model of
professional standards and best practices. It is proof positive that education is the
foundation and the key to success



Action Plan: High School Voter Registration Drive Week April 14 i 28, 2008

Action

Responsibility

Timeline

Details

Comment

1. School Board

1. Voter Education

1. November

1. Signed Resolutionby

1. Formally recognizing H.S.V.R. week,

Partnership Director Superintendent ardchool April 14 -18, 20(8
Board Chaperson
2. Attend 2. Voter Education 2. November | 2. Confirmation from 2. Compare and Contrastidirict Schedule with
Principals Director School Bard and Principals| ElectionsScheduletaking into account all test
Meeting to Proceed dates and holidays

3. Coordination

3. Voter Education

3. Novembein

3. Confirmation of Public,

3. S.O.E. &ff given school assignmentsegin

and Coordinator January Private and Charter Schbo | making contactsvith school staff. (example:
Scheduling Participation Senior Class Advisor, Social Studies Departmen
Chairperson)
4. Hold 4. Voter Education 4. Januaryi 4. All Schools Send One 4. Purpose is to traischools how to complete thg
County-Wide Director, Coordinator February Staff Person and Two registrationforms Schools are also given contes
Training Student Coordinatorte guidelines and specii@tions on submitting
Workshop Workshop registration forms.
5. HS.V.R. 5. Voter Education 5. April 5. All Schools Visited by 5. Purpose of visit is to prade assistancand
Week Director, Coordinator, SOE Staffand Community | establistsupport for schools.
April 19 -23 Designated5OEStalff Volunteers.
6. Registration 6. Voter Education 6. April 6. Deadine to Receive 6. School with highest registration percentage

Processing

Department, Registratiof

Department

Forms is April 285",

receiveswinning banner, H.S.V.R. Trophy and
various prizesonsored bgommunity
organizations.
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#
Douglas High Schoel Nova High School
“‘“ 728 Reglstered Studentsl 561 Registered Students!
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